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JHE Miniftey ef eg Sieur Chin 
being finally accompliſh's by his Afcen- 


2 
45 


on, the Apoſtles were now] to enter upon 


the office to which they had been call'd, that 


of propagating the Goſpel. of the new, Cove- 
nant, and of, eſtabliſhing churches throughout 


the world in the name of. Chriſt. To enable 


them to perform this high office with power, 
the Holy Ghoſt, was poured. forth upon them, 


number of converts 3 hom they receive into 
their flock according to the commandment 
of their Maſter: + bythe, rite. of Baptiſm... The 
worde of ee the - manner, * 


4 
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which the congregation thus aſſembled, 154 
declaring themſelves partakers of the ſame 
Faith with the Apoſtles, began to practiſe 
the duties of their new Religion: They may 
be underſtood therefore as containing the ru- 
diments of the firſt Chriſtian Church; un- 
der which notion it ſhall be my purpoſe. to 
enquire, how far even this brief account taken 
with others ſubſequent, and nearly of the lame 
times, furniſhes an example for all future ages; 
and from hence I will venture to take into 
conſideration the whole nature of a Chriſtian 


| Chorch;/ and che origin of chöte offices and 
| diders which 'obtain'd amo 


the firſt that 
han og cftabliſh'd. GON 19% THINNWA of). 054 
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oO the firſt place t 10 an dcbelbee becher, 
that the inſpit d writers babe bot preſeribd to 
us authoritatively and fyſte y any regu- 
dar form of à Chriſtian Society: If the laws 
of it are to be collected from Scripture, they 
muſt confeſſedly be collected from diſpers d 
Paſſaget, ſotne of which are of difficult inter- 


jon, and their kurhority and meaning has 


Deen much diſputed: In fact Providence has 


dealt with ud in this inſtance in the ame 
"manner as id many others; has given us the 


: res} ma and has left it to 


Er! 4 Te our 
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our own . to finiſh 
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emplified: in the caſe of civil Government: 
The voice of God has not interpos d to put to 
ſilence the diſſenſions and: diſputes of men on 


this ſubject: No one form either Monarchical 


of Republican has been exclufively recom - 
mended: in Scripture, Gow to have any claim 
to the ſanction of divine authority: Yet. are 


we not left without inftrution: The benefits 


of legal Government, the duties of ſubmiſſion 
and obediente to it, are very-ſtrongly and fre- 


quently-enforc'd: We are alſo forbidden wan- 
tonly to! difturb that Government under the 


which has been eſtabliſh'd by ancient uſage and 


long experience, through caprioe or vain The- 
ories of improvement: Confuſion and licen- 
tiouſneſ are not according to the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, but peace, good order and bro- 


 therly love; under thaſe great lines of duty we 


may act as ſeemeti beſt to our own diſcretion, 


AF 
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tizens. Perhaps it was the deſign of Provs- 


dence by leaving us thus at large with nothing 
more than a few general inſtructions to try us 
the more; the virtue of mam depending upon 
active exertions, and being beſt ſeen in great 
difficulties; as the ſkill of the pilot appears 
moſt in the ſtorm: To have taught us every 
particular of our duty wauld have made it 
more mechanical: Whether this conqluſian be 
right or not, it certainly agrees with facts, and 
with the general conduct of God towards man 
as far as we en en e drin tel af / 
el Mice de ee ee eue lags! 0 
Pens —— eee 
Judgement and diſcretion in giving laws to 
church or Chriſtian Society, whether wen are 
from Scripture, diſpers das they ate, and dif- 
ficult to be interpreted: In either daſe much 
eee to form a right ſyſtem. 
e Dur ane oe AB 5 md Wists * 
r That ſome ſyſtem ic neceflary is very ap- 
parent: The followers of Ohriſt were to 
he collected WOMEN oa ae __ 
churches, and wert to wledg 
band of union: Buch is 3 
| * n : n ofthe 0 
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him; and they ſpeak of it as of that which 
muſt happen amongſt men, in conſequence of 
the Guipal) diſpenſation :... Thoſe who were 
to ſeparate; themſelyes from the reſt of the 
world in the important article of Religion, and 
were to join with one mind in a common 
Faith, and common worſhip, muſt of neceſſity 
_— in the mode of og that. Faith, 

of performing that worſhip : They were 


ſiocieties of men, and therefore muſt have go- 


vernment, and different orders and offices a- 
mongſt them: The very rite of Baptiſm and 
_ adminiſtration of the Sacraments, by which 
briſtian people were to be particularly diſtin- 
n could not be perform'd in due folem- 
nity without ſtated forms, and perſons. Who by 
an eſpecial charge and_commiſſian ſhould have 
the care of them: Such holy myſteries ought 
not to be communicated. at random or by un- 
hallow'd hands; but ſhould be accompanied 
with every ceremony that is moſt aweful and 
forcible: If order be in any place neceſſary, 
it can never be more ſo, than in ſo ſolemn. an 
act as the publick worſhip of God and if this 
be true, there muſt be thoſe who. have autho- 


rity to preſide over ĩt, and. thaſe eee 


is to preſerve and conduct it. pen Gen t od 
e e 19 Pole Sin * in 1507 Wir dnn 
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The at ho wa e eee 
nee in the Church of Chriſt being 
evident, the Queſtion is, in what manner they 
are to obtain: Now in many inſtances where 
Scripture has not given us poſitive and expreſs 
commands, it affords us the inſtruction of ex- 
ample :- In this' caſe it is reaſonable to 
ſuch inſtruction : The Acts of tho-Apoſtes 
together with the early Propagation: of the 
Goſpel, could not well omit to give us ſome 
light as to the practice of the firſt Churches: 
The Apoſtles themſelves founded many, and 
we are now in poſſeſſion of the written inſtruc- 
tions which they gave them; and ef the in- 
ſtructions alſo given to particular perſons bear- 
ing ee — under the Apoſtles :- In 
theſe it chat we ſhall find much 
of the — matter; and if ſo it will come 
to us with very high authority, as being an 
account of the undoubted inſtitutions of men, 
who acted under extraordinary inſpiration from 
heaven: Let us therefore ſo follow our en- 
quiry, as wiſhing to find in Seripture an ex- 
ample and rule of duty; ſo that the Church 
and fervice of God be order d, as nearly as may 
be, in. the manner which was judg' d right and 
acceptable to him, ne authors of our holy 


8 I” : 


5 ©» 
Religion: We ſhall find ſome particulars there 
which belong'd merely to thoſe times, and to 
a growing Church; but with them ſome. great 
outlines „ ee derne arr 

en . eee 5 
5 be eee ee coals an 
origin of a Chriſtian Church: We will -be- 
gin with them — The number which was im- 
mediately- aſſembled by the preaching of the 
Apoſtles was-ſufficient to deſerve that denomi- 
nation; they were about 3000 ſouls: It is 
faid of them that they continued ſledſaſily in 
«rhe Apoſtles doctrine; the interpretation of 
which is plain; that they receiv'd attentively 
from the Apoſtles, inſpir d as they were, the 
account of the new Diſpenſation and of the 
ipture doctrine concerning it : Upon the 
ſame principle in the ſervices of later Churches, 
the Scriptures are continually: read, that theſe 
facred doctrines may be well underſtood, and 
that the remembrance of them may never fade 
away. The expreſſion which follows in fel- 
bowſhip —w Ty a — bas beendiffcrently in- 
.terpreted ;-/ it has been ſometĩmes underſtood 
to mean the communion of goods afterwards 
ſpoken” of; But ſurely the word is of too 
. a ſenſe to be us'd in. this acceptation 
without 


— 


form'd themſelves now in 


9 be hligehg ing 


| ference to any thing . — mention d: I 


ſhould rather take it in its proper and general 


ſenſe, in which alſo it is frequently us d in Scrip- 
ture*, to mean all the mutual good offices of Society, 


amongſt which their charitable ſupport of the 
poor, ſo that they were ſaid: to have had all 
things common, would hold a principal place: 
If this be right, it will declare that they 


knit together: The adminiſti 


eraments, and prayers conſtantly repeated with 
one accord, as the following words declare, 


were the firſt common marks of the growing 


Society, in which all later Churches have fol- 
low'd them: That the Apoſtles preſided with 


power, and fear came upon every ſoul 
that their followers had all things common, 


and were earneſt and diligent in the worſhip 


of God, and in receiving the Sacraments of 
the New Covenant, from houſe to houſe, is 
afterwards added * I; 1 ieee n 


— 


— . 

. . 15 8 TYiYa 
as 374 2 Ky P * 4 Js % N : Tg) Ee = 75 * 8 * w. is Be: * A 
es ot. —_— + * 2 * 4 


I 4 * 5 * * 1 . . 2 $ 5 41 F > 5 4 . 1 + 
2 be 45 
* 2 1 k 8 0 C 2 4 
* , . - 
* © * 


was 4 very early ſtate of the 
a een eg oſe the Apoſtl 
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or -perſons acting under: them to have been the 
_ Miniſters : Soon after, as the numbers of their 
_ congregations: encreaſed, we hear of an order 
of men appointed to aſſiſt the Apoſtles ; they 
were appointed frſt for the ſpecial Spee of 
miniſtering in the diſtribution of Alms, which 
held ſo prineipal a place in the firſt Chriſtian 
Societies; the appoimment was ſolemnly made 
by the Apoſtles with prayers, and the laying 
on;of hands: Thus was there an inferior or- 
der in the Church, which is underſtood. to be 
the ſame with that afterwards ſpoken of by 
St. Paul, their oſſice being then ſome what en- 
larg d, ubder the name of the order of Dea- 
cons; and conſider d as the loweſt in the Church, 
and asta ſtep to the higher orders. As we go 
on; at ſome diſtance the ordination of Preſby- 
ters dr Elders is ſpoken of“, and they are men- 
tion de with the Apoſtles in the Council held at 
rr an order next to them: It may 
de inſerr d from ſeveral paſſages that theſe are 
the ſame: who: are otherwiſe ſpoken of un- 
der the title of ; | whoſe! office! was to 
teach and exhort the people a, and c preſide 
n the Church in otherraipets:: And _ 


Ads vi. A M. 6. = * Phil. 3.2. 1 Tin il. 8, Kc. 
« Als b. 23. A v. 4 6 n 
47 & 28. Tit. i. 5. 1 Tim, Mi. 1, &c- 1 7 * A 
1 17. F Tit. i. 9. e 


as 3 were 


14 1 


e 10 ſolemnly ordain'd by laying on of 


hands. - Above theſe orders the Apoſtles them 


ſelves ſeem to have held a ſuperior authority, 
by virtue of their commiſſion from heaven: 


St. Paul in many of his Epiſtles, particularly 
in the firſt to the Corinthians, ſpeaks in à very 


high tone of authority, as if reſpect and obe- 


dience were juſtly due to the ſacred: office to 
which God himſelf had call'& him; An 1 
not an Apoſtle i; ſays he, Am I not free? baue 


I not. ſeen Feſus Chris tbe Lord? are not ye 


n work in the Lord and throughout the 
Whole argument of this Epiſtle: he aſſerts his 
dignity in the ſame manner: And he ſpeaks 
alſo of ordinances which he had deliver d to 
them: And in another Epiſtle, of the great 
durthen which lay upon him, as a faithful and 

zcalous ſervant of Chriſt; th eare of all tb 

« Churches: It is 
early ſtate of Chriſtianity, whilſt the Churches 
were not many, not the members of them very. 
numerous, that the Apoſtles ſtrictly reſtrv d to 


them encreatd in number, and the 
| themſelves had nearly finiſh'd their e that 


they began to Ae to others the fight of 
". Cor. is. Tay? 3's 2 ee ces gh... 
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govern- 


probable, that in the moſt 


_ themſelves a ſupetintending power 5 afterwards 
when: bath the Churches and the mbmbervof | 


. 


18 } 
ent, which they had exercis'd as siven 
; i them by ths Hol gt irit of God. eee 
rn nn Nan Wr igen 
| st. Paul's inſtruktions to Timothy and Titus 
certainly convey a very uncommon degree of. 
power, and ſuh as could not be divided 
all the-Minifters of the Goſpel: Timothy had 
autliority over the Teachers themſelves* : That 
of publickly rebukings others”: That of re- 
ceiding accuſations againſt even the elders: 
That ef ordaining others, both Biſhops, as 
they are there calls; and Deacons, that is, to 
each of ihe two inferior orders: — of 
judging of their quali cations being leſt ſolely 
to him: He is alſo empowerd to provide for 
the due Celebration of divine worſhip*, and for 
che maintenance of the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
in proportion to their labours . Theſs are cer- 
tainly the nes. of the ſupreme Governor of 
ſome Church; the very n which have been 
_ fince claim'd and wow . ey 


7 * * - 
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| Scripture ; but the origin 
tze three Wee ee manifeſt: The 
ſull proof indeed of all: theſe: particulars cannot 

| be inſerted here, though it be at hand :; enough 

I ſhould think has been ſaid to eſtabliſh them ; 


n 2 ETM l 
8 ? *. | 
e > v4 


SS 

«ing; and ro \ erin u in every city in 40. 

cording to his appointment: To him alſo it 

was given t rebuke with all authority * „and to 
f WR and: rezeR Acne ne N 185 8 
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theſe their ſocceſſors,, we acknowledge a third 
order in the Church, ſuperior to the reſt in 


dignity and power: To theſe' was afterwards 
appropriated: from the nature of their autho- 


rity, the title of Biſhops, us'd at firſt as a 
common name as are alſo the titles of AlpeoGorupes 


and Ado,” being ſometinies taken in u re- 
ſtrain d, ſometimes in a more eularg d ſenſe in 
and diſtinctions of 


and. it is ſurely a conſiſtent account; and agree · 


able to the Scripture hiſtoty of the firſt 


Churches, and to the probable courſe of things: 
L purſue; it ao farther, than morely to add, that 
in ſucceeding ages, the! eartieſt off whoſe Ec 
clefiaſtical ſtate: wWe have any account, it is a 


| fat clearly eſtabliſh'd- in beg. that theſe 


M3 & 4 * TIES | 


l. ; +5 n . ee, 5 


44 
N 


N not nelly ee ee — 1 2 


ln 00642 


- 


(. 3 ] 


three orders obtain'd univerſally ; from whence 


they deriv'd-their origin, except from the prae- 
tice! of the firſt founders' of our r Religion, is 
16 12 Vi E 


5 


5 165 


A8 60 ns ane lere of the firſt 


Chriſtian Churches, Scriprure'is- not very ex- 
plicitr: St. Paul as we hate ſeen ſpeaks of 
having gien certain ordinances to the Corin- 


thians; and he very emphatically deſeribes 
their uſe;' when he ſays; Gad it not the au- 


* gber , confuſion; but of peace, as in all 'chirches 


tlie Saite Baptiſm and the celebration 


of the Lord's Supper are the great botmmon 
dene ane en, The latter is 


particularia d in the Text as one of the 
parts. of the Fellowſhip which the firſt Coast. 


Gans helde Again: 1 Y, Cup of Blefing which 


abe blgſe, is it not the communion of the blood of 


«© Cbrift $-the. bread ubich we break; i it not the 
e communion-of the body of 
6 oh. pavtakers of that one-bread*.” The mode 
of©celebration muſt be that which! beſt en- 
forces, and explains the trud natute of each 
inſtitution. The laying ow of hands is alſd a 
eee e ee ee Mi- 


Chrift *? For we are 


dow. Jaonmgbut id mob zo at ten Dos Mn 


Adin 384} 41 Aux Garenuabeg | „ ere 1 


niſters. 


' nearer to thoſe bleſſed times, when God ſpake, 


TI ws) 


 niſters., Many leſſen ordinances muſt: be. local, 


and muſt give way to the exigencies of, time 


and place: The proviſſon for the maintenance 
of Miniſters muſt be connected with the civil 
polity of each ſtate, and therefore cannot al- 
ways be invariably the ſame: But in all theſe 
caſes, I ſhould judge the example of the ned 
times, Wherever it .can,be.aſcertain'd, to 


of, great: weight, if not of- authoritative {ws | 


and the pureſt times are certainly the moſt an- 
cient; thoſe of the Apoſtles themſelves, or 
ſuch as are neareſt to them: We approach thus 


and order d all things by the vdice of his: Holy 
Spirit; it becomes us to approach them with 


| reſpeAful awe and decent ſubmiſſion... Wg 


Mid nan ont: waage om Walla I n 10633647. : 


We of this nation have reaſon to think! ours: 
ſelves. eſpecially 'd. of Providence, that 
the Reformets of out Church follow d this 
rule. Thete was a time certainly, when the 
ancient fotm and order f Eecleſiaſtieal Go- 
vernment had gone great lengths of. perverfion; 
and corruption: In an age of darkneſa and of 
ignorance, when there: was little ſkill to inter- 


pret the Scriptures aright, and leſo of that ho- 
neſt and manly freedom of judgement, which 


e enn 
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of hüman Rte; abulfes had erept in, and the 
Ambition of Men had mix'd itſelf with the 
inſtitutes of God: All Europe faw the neceſ- 
ſity of a Reform, but they enter d upon this 
great work with very different tempers: Some 
over- much attach'd to old forms, could not 
ſeparate and purge away the droſs of Superſti- | 

non: Others hurried into the contrary extreme, 
were enger to pluck up everything by the 
roots} without a decent reſpect for the example 
of former ages, and ſometimes bold enough to 
invade even thoſe things which had a claim to 
divine ſanction : Diſorder therefore took place: 
What in this,” 88 well as in civil government, 
the extremes both of Tyranny and Licentiouf- 
neſs have had their turns. In the mean time a 
ſew who took the lead in this nation and one 
eminently Qiſtinguiſh's: both by Character and 
ftation above: the reſt,” barried on heir great 
work with an even and feady hand, and with 
a gradual progreſs, leaſt rough want of eir- 
cumſpeAion they ſhould deſtroꝝ anything worth 
preſerving; through mes af danger and diff- 
eolty;* with” udcertail and Ausseatihg ucbels; 
neither awed By power du the"ene'handinge 
flatter'd dy u courſs"of ſueteſ oh the” other! 
un whey eſtabliſh our Church! un the f 
baſis on nnch: it hav fee bod Haug an: 
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eatly:ages, and negleQing no lights to be drawh 
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Objeckons habe bern madel to Abe ef | 


Faith But theſe art alſo in their origin of very 
high antiquity: I. conſider them as deriv'd 


from the Apoſtles and other crerds, being of 


the ſeme nabote, and; defigu d ta Krys che fame = 


end. In proceſs ef time when ſects and diſſen 
ſions grew up in the Church, it was found ex- 
pedient for the more ready confeſſion of our 
Faith, and as 4 teſt of Uniformity, to collect 
the Scripture doctrines together in a ſummary 
Pee to declare them in very ſexpreſs 

Experience ſne wd, chat otherwiſe a 
latizade of interpretation might obtain, which 
Would introduce contradictory doctrines into 
the Churcb, and ſet the members of it at va 


_ rianee. with each! other: No Society could ; 


_ fubfiſt.in- this manner: Theſe: ſummary forms 


© therefore; being no addition to Scripture, but 


metely explanatory of it, were meant ad an 


1 bold innovators. /Bhere Hever vm a 
tiene When they were more neceſſary than: at 
me Reſprmation: A Separation from a Church 
_ of: whichye. r= 
n 


dene de the; fghorant;: and a8 ffn ſecurity | 


4* 
* 


0 1 
demanded 2 pablick and zuthioritative declara- 
tion of the cauſes of Separation: | It became 
neceſſary to ſay, what articles we ftill retain'd 
28 the pute doctrines of Scripturd, and what 
wi rejected as the gloſſes and corruptions of 


men: Others again had gone much farther in 


their Reformation, as is apt to be the conſe- 
ow ce. of cager and violent revolutions, than 
thought requiſite or [juſtifiable : A line of 


Separation therefore was neceſſary on either 


ruptions: Thus were compil d the Articles of 
Faith, as a code of laws which ſhould diſtin- 


guith the Church of England ;: preſerving: ſtill | 
the old character of | pretending not to add 
anything to geriptute, bur: merely to ſum up, 


and aſcertain its doctrines, eſpecially in con- 
troverted points. If the right of private judge- 
ment be pleaded, we deny it to be à ft rulo 
for publick worſhip, and for publick laws ; 
in other reſpectu we dy no means teſtrain or 
controvert it: The Chureh of wiſhes 
not td dictate, but to {adviſe and admodiſh'; 

not t hold her authority by ignorance; dut 
by conviction, and may well challenge en- 
quiry, inſtead” of precluding it, from thoſe 
who are ſtrong enough to undertake it: In 


fact the _ of private judgement is much 


WT 7 9 08 abus d; 


ſide, as a barrier both againſt old and new cor- 


Wo. fl „ 
e would be more for the intereſt of 
mankind, if in matters. of ſerious i 
in life, men were leſe forward. to briog their 
own/ concluſions before the publick : It re- 
quires often but moderate talents to raiſe the 
difficulty, but great ſteill to ſolve it: It may 
fairly be: ſubinitted to conſideration, whether 
it be not pteſumptucus, Hor one or affe 
even upon: cunviction to: diſturb that Which 
has been ſolemnly and deliberately enacted by 
the wiſdom of many, and confirm d by ages: 
Or even whether it be wt aA to ſet diffi- 
eulties before men, which affect the whole 
order of tlieir life, mgnuy of whom from their 
occupations. and way of life muſt bei incapable 
of ſearching them to the bottom: Theſe are 
waagen. a the conſciences of men; I 
tood:to wiſh: for the ſmall- 
eſt reſtraint,” at 4i nab 9H pas Wy prope 
dnn cu 307 a8; iow. mile ca; en 
To return — there ate other wears" ng 
in the conſtitution of our Church for Which 
we have reaſon to he thankful to Providence; 
as chat our poſſeſſions; ztank and privileges are 
interwoven With the common law of the land, 
and have long ago been mauet of doe 
right... Seit on eee 20 Went go eite 
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But above all, the conſcious recolleiion that 
the whole form of our Church has follow'd 


the example of times of remarkable purity and 
ſanity ; that we continue in the doctrine 


taught by the holy Apoſtles of our Saviour 


Chriſt ;} and in à fellowſhip and communion 
with each other, fimilar to that which began 


under them, and over which they in perſon 
preſided, ſhould inſpire us with gratitude to- 
wards God, and with a fervent zeal to fulfill 
the duties of our ſeveral ſtations : It ſhould 
teach us to maintain both the doctrines and 


diſcipline of our Church, whether attack'd 
by external violence, or internal corruptions, 


with moderation and firmneſs, thoſe truly 
Chriſtian virtues, under whoſe happy n 
it . its . form. 
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